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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
847.699.2929
FAX 847.296.3769
www.asse.org

April 26, 2011

The Honorable Michael K. Simpson 
Chairman
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representative
Rayburn House Office Building, B-308
Washington, DC  20515-6023

RE:  Support for CSB FY 2012 
Budget Request

Dear Representative Simpson:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) represents the interests of nearly 34,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals.  Founded in the aftermath of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire tragedy in New York City, 2011 marks our 100th Anniversary.  Since ASSE’s founding, our members have committed themselves to expanding their knowledge and expertise in helping employers identify and address workplace safety, health and environmental risks so that every worker can go home each day safe and healthy to their families.  

That commitment is the reason we write to support the request by the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB) for $12.8 million for Fiscal Year 2012.  That amount is higher than the $11.1 million proposed in the President’s FY 2012 budget request but is needed, we believe, in order for CSB to carry out its mission and help our members do their work.  Our 
members rely directly on CSB’s investigations of chemical explosions to learn from its findings and recommendations how to make sure those explosions do not happen again.  Our members find the response to chemical incidents, CSB’s investigations and the wealth of information CSB shares in its reports and recommendations to be excellent.  The only problem with CSB is that more investigations could be done so that even more information on how to prevent chemical explosions could be shared.  
Last year, CSB completed four accident investigations, issued one safety bulletin on the dangers of hot work, conducted two public meetings in North Carolina and Connecticut, and held one community outreach initiative in Mississippi.  CSB also issued significant recommendations in 2010 that will help protect workers and communities by preventing the use of hazardous natural gas blows during pipe cleaning activities, requiring companies to purge fuel gases directly into safe spaces outdoors, and revising siting guidelines for facilities using flammable liquids.  CSB personnel deployed to 15 accident sites in 11 different U.S. states and territories during FY 2010.  Significantly, Congress asked the agency to investigate the Deepwater Horizon disaster, costing CSB significant resources for which there had been no monies allocated.
CSB’s proposed funding increase will allow it to strengthen its current investigation and reporting capabilities, add two needed investigators to its Denver regional office and allow additional hires to handle its increasing records management and open government responsibilities, including addressing a backlog of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. 

At a time of significant concern over this nation’s spending by government, ASSE is confident that these amounts are a needed investment in helping prevent costly chemical explosions that too commonly take worker lives, shut down productive workplaces, cost jobs and threaten the well being of communities.  Not providing CSB with the resources it needs would be a shortsighted decision that fails to address this nation’s needs to be productive.   

Thank you for your attention to our request.

Sincerely,

Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President

cc:  Representative James P. Moran 
       Ranking Member
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