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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF SAFETY ENGINEERS
1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
847.699.2929
FAX 847.296.3769
www.asse.org

June 2, 2011

The Honorable Kay R. Hagan
United States Senate
Dirksen Senate Office Building, SD-521
Washington, DC 20510-3309

RE:   Urging You to Sponsor the Voluntary Protection Program Act (S. 807)

Dear Senator Hagan:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) represents the interests of 34,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals who work with employers to help make sure that workers can go home each day safe and healthy to their families.  Founded in the wake of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire that took the lives of 146 garment workers in New York City, ASSE is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year.  With members in every state, across the globe and in every industry, ASSE is the largest SH&E professional membership society.  More than 800 ASSE members work and live in North Carolina and belong to five chapters located in Charlotte, Durham, Greensboro, Greenville and Hickory.  

On behalf of our members in North Carolina, I am writing today to urge you as a member of the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions to join Senator Michael Enzi and Senator Mary Landrieu in sponsoring the 
Voluntary Protection Program Act (S. 807).  The bipartisan bill would place into law the long-standing, successful Voluntary Protection Program (VPP) within the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) that the Agency currently is not required to carry out or fund.  In its FY 2011 budget request, the Administration proposed eliminating VPP’s funding.  While we are pleased the Administration proposes to fund VPP in its FY 2012 request, our members agree with Senator Enzi and Senator Landrieu that codifying VPP is necessary to make sure the program serves a permanent role in OSHA’s efforts to ensure employer commitment to occupational safety and health.  

ASSE supports strong enforcement against those who are not committed to workplace safety.  However, enforcement cannot be the only tool OSHA uses to ensure employer commitment to safe and healthy workplaces.  Cooperative programs like VPP serve to encourage those well meaning employers who seek better ways of protecting their workers.  

As the enclosed letter to Senator Enzi and Senator Landrieu expressing ASSE’s support for S. 807 more fully explains, our members see first-hand the positive results that VPP brings, including increased employer commitment to risk-based management of workplace safety and health risks and greater cooperation between employers and workers in making sure their workplaces are safe and healthy.  The Occupational Safety and Health Division of North Carolina’s Department of Labor has its own VPP, named the Star Safety Programs (http://www.nclabor.com/osha/star/star.htm), which our North Carolina members fully support.  Every worker covered by federal OSHA should enjoy the same opportunity to participate in their workplace’s voluntary efforts to improve safety and health through VPP that North Carolina workers enjoy.

Thank you for your attention to this request.  We know Senator Enzi, Senator Landrieu and our members in North Carolina will appreciate your support for this bipartisan effort to ensure OSHA will always have the full breadth of tools needed to help ensure this nation’s workers can go home safe and healthy to their families each day.  

Sincerely,

Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP
President

cc:   Senator Michael Enzi
        Senator Mary Landrieu
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