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AMERICAN SOCIETY 
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1800 East Oakton Street
Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187
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November 1, 2011

Dr. John Howard
Director
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
395 E Street, S.W.
Suite 9200
Patriots Plaza Building
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Dr. Howard:

On behalf of the 34,000 members of the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE), I want to commend you and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) for the significant contribution to the future of workplace safety health that NIOSH has made with the publication of NIOSH’s National Assessment of the Occupational Safety and Health Workforce report (http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/oshworkforce/).

As you know, ASSE has voiced concern that the role that appropriately trained safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals play in helping achieve safe and healthy workplaces too often has been overlooked in our nation’s efforts to better understand how to protect its workers.  How SH&E professionals are educated and trained, the means by which they demonstrate professionalism, the resources available for their education and training, how their education and training meet the needs of employers who will hire them,
and a better understanding of the future need for SH&E professionals as well as this nation’s ability to meet that need are all issues that the National Assessment goes far in helping address.  

As the Institute of Medicine’s Safe Work in the 21st Century (http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309070260) served the occupational safety and health community over the last decade, NIOSH’s National Assessment can serve as a foundation for determining how best to support the need for SH&E professionals over the next decade and beyond.  To that end, ASSE very much looks forward to working with NIOSH, its other partners, and our member educators to 
address the variety of issues raised by this report.  Most importantly, ASSE will do whatever is needed to help ensure that the findings of this report guide the direction NIOSH and the variety of education and training providers take in meeting the needs identified in this report.  The report should challenge the entire occupational safety and health community to work together to ensure that the far too few resources this nation has to educate and train SH&E professionals are used wisely and appropriately to meet the actual needs employers have said they will face in the future.      

Finally, as we often say to Congress and others, ASSE’s members could not fully do their jobs without the singular support NIOSH gives to educating and training them and to the research that helps them keep workers safe and healthy.  The National Assessment is one more demonstration of that fact, which we will share as widely as we can.

Thank you for your continued leadership of NIOSH.

Sincerely,



[bookmark: _GoBack]Terrie S. Norris, CSP, ARM
President
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